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SUBJECT: ABDULHAMID BACKOUSH 

1. ABDULHAMID BACKOUSH, PORMER PRIME MINISTER OP LIBYA, 

CALLED ON EMBOFP JUNE 5 TO RECEIVE LETTER PROM UNDER- 
SECRETARY NEWSOM (EARLIER ATTEMPTS TO DELIVER LETTER HAD 
BEEN UNSUCCESSPUL; BACKOUSH WAS ON LENGTHY VISIT TO 
EUROPE). 

2. BACKOUSH HAD LITTLE OF REAL INTEREST TO DISCUSS. 

HE WAS STRONGLY SUPPORTIVE OF SADAT'S PEACE INITIATIVE, 

MORE FOR THE EPPECT IT COULD HAVE ON ARAB STATES' INTERNAL 
POLITICS THAN BECAUSE HE THOUGHT IT MIGHT RESULT IN PEACE 
WITH ISRAEL. HE SUGGESTED THAT ARAB LEADERS, SINCE 1948 
HAVE JUSTIPIED REPRESSIVE INTERNAL REGIMES AS NECESSARY 
IN ORDER CONPRONT ISRAEL. SADAT'S VISIT, BACKOUSH CLAIMED, 
DEMONSTRATED THIS NOT SO. 

3. BACKOUSH DISMISSED RECENT EGYPTIAN INTERNAL DEVELOP- 
MENTS AS ABERRATION, CLAIMING SADAT'S LIBERALIZATION 
PROGRAM WILL CONTINUE. PRESIDENT MAY HAVE GONE TOO FAST, 

TOO SOON BUT BACKOUSH EXPECTS HIM CONTINUE WITH DEMO- 
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CRATIC EXPERIMENT. 

4. BAKOUSH SAID HE HAS GOOD ACCESS TO INPORMATION ON 
INTERNAL DEVELOPMENTS IN LIBYA AND SEEMED CURRENT. 

HE THOUGHT QADHIFI'S MILITARY RECRUITMENT 

PROGRAM WIDELY UNPOPULAR, PARTICULARLY WITH STUDENTS. 
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5. ON LEAVING, BACKOUSH NOTED HE BEING GIVEN 24-HOUR 
PROTECTION BY EGYPTIAN ARMED GUARD. IN FACT, HE WAS 
ACCOMPANIED TO EMBASSY BY BODYGUARD, FACT WHICH CAUSED 
SOME INITIAL DIFEICULTY IN HIS GAINING ACCESS TO COMPOUND. 

MATTHEWS 


CONEIDENTIAL 
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